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CURRENT BUSINESS BEPURTS

Advance Monthly
Al Retail Sales

For release May 10, 1876 3:00 p.m.

CB-76-104

APRIL 1976

The Bureau of the Census, U. S. Department of Commerce announced today
that total sales 2{ vretail stores in April, after adjusting for
seasonal wvariations and trad day differences, but not for price
changes, were estimated at $53.3 billion. This adjusted figure was
virtually unchanged from March 1976 but 14 percent_greater than sales
for April of last year. The adjusted April estimate, excluding the
automotive group, was L percent lower than March but 10 percent
above April of last year.

Adjusted s stores  increased 2 percent from
March,while saless o7 nen e 2 stores declined about 1 percent.
Compared with sales for April 1975, durable goods stores increased

25 percent, while nondurable goods stores increased 9 percent.

e

The revised estimate of retail sales for March. based on preliminary
results from the full sample of retail stores. were about *0.6 billion
below thne advarce wsoilimata 0TI ilMioo aaRliatlloamelior, 25 -
sonally adjusted sales for March, as revised, were about 1 percent
above February and 16 percent above March 1975. Excluding the auto-
motive group, these estimates were about 2 percent above February,
and 12 percent over March of last year. For nondurable goods stores,
adjuasted March sales 1increased about 2 percent from the previous
month and 10 percent from the same month a year ago. For durable
goods stores, adjusted sales for March were virtuvally unchanged
from February but were 30 percent over March of last year.

The advance sales estimates are based on early reporting of sales for
the weeks and part-weeks of the month by a small subsample of the
Bureau's retail survey panel. Because retailers' weekly records often
differ from their monthly records (in reflecting such items as carry-
ing charges, sales, taxes, merchandise returns), the advance estimate
can differ from the subsequent estimates which are based on monthly

reports obtained from the full sample of retail stores. In addition,
sampling variability between the sub-sample used for the advance est-
imates and the full sample can cause a difference. For most months,
such differences have been reduced by modifying the advance estimates,
r to publicarion, on the basis of the relationship between the
advance and full-sample data for previous months.

The differences between advance and full-sample estimates of month-to-
month percentage change in seasonally adjusted total retail store
sales have ranged from O to 2 during the last 12 months and a median
value of 1. For individual kind of business groups. these differences

Preliminary estimates for March 1976 and final estimates for February
1976 based on the full sample will also be published later this month
in the Monthly Retail Trade report for March (BR-76-3). The complete
report will provide sales estimates in greater detail and will present
a description of the sample design and the techniques used in devel-
oping the estimates. In addition, the complete report will include
approximate measures of sampling variabillty.

MONTHLY SALES OF ALL RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES
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Inquiries concerning this report should be addressed to Mr. Irving True, Business Division,
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C, 20233. Telephone (301) 763-7660.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

Data on retail trade, published in the Weekly Retail Sales Report, Advance Monthly
Retail Sales Report, the Monthly Retail Trade Report, and the Annual Retail Trade
Report are available on a single subseription from the Superintendent of Documents,
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 20402, at $30.10 per year. Add $7.55 for
each subscription to a foreign address. Single copies of the Advance Monthly Retail Trade

Report are available from Subscriber Services Section (Publications), Bureau of the
Canate Wachinntnn N & 70732 at 7K rante parh
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Table 1. ESTIMATED SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES BY KIND OF BUSINESS

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Not adjusted Adjusted?

Kind of business 1976 1975 1976 1975

Apr.? Mar. Feb. Apr.? Mar. Feb.

advance | prelim. | final Apr. Mar. | javance | prelim. | final Apr. | Mar.

Retail Stores, LOtAleeaeseeercesssecarasoseorass| 54,182 | 51,663 | 45,243| 45,896] 44,937} 53,288 | 53,304 | 52,601] 46,813| 45,951
Total (excl. AULOMOLIVE BIOUDP)ess.s.eeeeennsess | 42,992 | 40,826 | 36.289 37.4741 37,296] 42,731 | 43,228 | 42,255 38,912 38,590

Durable goods stores, total....c.veevecnsnacses 18.321 17.634 14,764 16.58%¢ 13,270) 17,707 17,325 17,397} 14,165} 13,378
Nondurable goods stores, total.......e.e.. weens] 35,861 | 34,029 | 30,479 31,208! 31,667 35,581 | 35,975 ; 35,204 32,648} 32,573

Food stores, total... 11,452 | 11,245 | 10,507] 10,178/ 10,706; 11,365 | 11,639 | 11,424{ 10,598§ 10,805
Grocery stOr€S..ueseveess 10,634 | 10,455 9,775} 9,452 9,967 10,560 { 10,823 10,625| 9,846[ 10,058
Eating and drinking PlaceS..cceesvessssnsocscsasnssne 4,231 4,076 3,723 3,773} 3,668] 4,317 4,311 4,174 3,898 3,821
General merchandise group with nonsStores......sveesees 8,480 7,708 6,213 7,059 7,039] 8,524 8,621 8,401 7,638 7,599
General merchandise group without nonstores {except
department stores mail Order)......ceseeesseencscce 7,851 7,087 5,7181 6,503 6,489 7,898 8.012 7,849 7,068{ 7,058
Department StOreS...seececssss 5,417 4,795 3,840{ 4,449 4,367 5,439 5,493 5,408] 4,825] 4,852
Variety StOreS..ceeesssosccssscocnconnrssersonsss * 673 563 660 706 * 789 764 746 739
Mail-order houses (department store merchandise). * 583 432 458 458 * 572 533 476 456
Apparel and accessory stores, total...cieiessscaveons 2,339 2,045 1,7681 1,949] 2,077} 2,192 2,371 2,3697 2,179] 2,099
* *

Men's, boys' wear StOres,....ece.ee 437 378 436 454 528 507 506 506
Women's apparel, accessory stores... * 807 715 749 795 * 912 935 819 820
SHOE BLOTES.ciesvaorsosavsccnasssassocasssassanssas * 333 272 311 349 * 379 374 337 310

Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment
Stores, totAl..ceieeaecesevscsoosrocsacssasanasncare 2,275 2,320 2,064 2,000 1,971 2,348 2,407 2,332} 2,132] 2,046
Furniture, home furnishings stores..... * 1,368 1,226 1,207 1,176 * 1,394 1,385 1,244 1,199

Household appliance, TV, radio stores..... eisaeran * 744 654 620 605 * 810 736 686 660
Household appliance de8lersS....coeececcscssnscsss * 455 381 368 373 * (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Building materials, hardware, farm equipment
dealers, total......... evessasseteecersseressecnens 3,283 2,978 2,398 2,825 2,368] 3,144 3,200 3,083} 2,707 2,522
Lumber and other building materials dealers..... * 1,666 1,367 1,418 1,237 * 1,845 1,746 1,415 1,355
HArdware 5t0r€S..ccvscacervovecnscasnssens . * 469 406 461 394 * 549 543 468 464
Automotive dealers, total,.....iveeeeenasesss weneees| 11,190} 10,837 d,vha 8,424 7,641 10,357 | 10,076 | 10,346 7,901 7,361
Passenger car, other automotive dealers. * 10,035 8,311 7,663 6,954 * 9,215 9,509 7,164{ 6,623
passenger car dealers (franchised).... * 8,705 7,25 6,488 5,947 * (Na) (na) (NA) (Na)
Tire, battery, accessory dealers..... . * 802 643 759 687 861 837 737 738

*
Gasoline service StationS....s..... . 3,845 3,739 3,47 3,468 3,424 3,880 3,851 3,861} 3,532 3,497
Drug and proprietary stores.. . 1,640 1,573 1,46, 1,407 1,430f 1,655 1,645 1,572| 1,455] 1,488
LiqUOT StOTeS.:cecsscascossacasaacssscsasassnsassnsans * 851 78 806 837 * 942 918 884/ 903

NOTE: Totals include data for kinds of businesses not shown separately.

¥Advance estimates are not available from the subsample panel for these kinds of businesses.

'Data adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences. (See explanatory material in the Monthly Retail Trade
Report, BR-76-3). 3Advance estimates are based on early reporting by a small subsample of the full survey panel. All other estimates
are based on the full sample. .

Table 2. PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

(Adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading day differences)

Percent change
February 1976
April 1976 March 1976 through
Kind of business advance from—e preliminary from-- April 1976
from=-
Nov. 1975 feb. 1975
Mar. 1976 Apr. 1975 | Feb. 1976 Mar. 1975 through through
preliminary final final final Jan. 1976 Apr. 1975

Total, retail SLOreS.eueseecssceccssarsenscasssssvascnses 0 +14 +1 +16 +3 +14

Total (excluding autoMOLive grouUP)...eeeeeescsoscencncs -1 +10 +2 +12 +2 +11

Durable goods stores, total. +2 +25 0 +30 +6 +26

Nondurable goods stores, total........ . . -1 +9 +2 +10 +2 +10

FOOd Stores, total..useeeeeesoeesnsnscansrovessnsoascsssacsans -2 +7 +2 +8 +1 +7

Grocery StOreS....ecsesescesess . -2 +7 +2 +8 +1 +7

Eating and drinking PlaceS..usescecsvescsncrcssns . 0 +11 +3 +13 +1 +11

Generel merchandise group With NONSLOTES...cccvsvescoenssesss -1 +12 +3 +13 +3 +12
General merchandise group without nonstores (except

department Stores Mail Order)..cecssessceesoscssssaccsecscas -1 +12 +2 +14 +3 +12

Department StOreS.cescsossssesanas ces -1 +13 +2 +13 +3 +13

Apparel and accessSory StoresS, LOLal.eeeeeesesessescocsasassss -8 +1 0 +13 0 +7

Furniture, home furnishings and equipment stores, total..,,... -2 +10 +3 +18 +2 +14

Building materials, hardware, farm equipment dealers, total.. -2 +16 +4 .o+27 +4 +18

Automotive dealers, total...ccsssscessroasvasasssesesssoncnss +5 +34 -3 +37 +10 +31

Gasoline service stationS...e.e.... +1 +10 0 +10 +2 +10

Drug and proprietary StoresS....seeceeeaes +1 +14 +5 +11 +5 +11
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Table 3. ESTIMATED SALES OF STORES OF FIRMS OPERATING 11 OR MORE RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES,
BY KIND OF BUSINESS: MARCH 1976

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Not adjusted Adjusted?
Kind of business 1976 1975 1976 1975
Mar. Feb. Mar. Feb.
prelim. final Mar. prelim, final Mar.
Retail stores, totBl...eeescvcscecses 15,469 13,349 14,342 16,534 16,079 14,882
Food stores, totBl..eecsssscessssoscccssoss 5,979 5,576 5,779 (NA) (NA) (NA)
Grocery stores?...... eeenesanse R, oo 5,913 5,504 5,702 6,046 5,957 5,668
General merchandise group with nonstores... 6,137 4,876 5,559 6,861 6,677 6,038
General merchandise group without non-
stores (except department stores mail
Order)eceesecces eeesssssesascsesercroess 5,805 4,636 5,278 6,545 6,420 5,768
Department StOreB..cecessscccoscsosscccsnse 4,288 3,425 3,900 4,906 4,817 4,333
Variety StOreS...cesecesccssscscssssrscss 552 453 564 650 626 595
Apparel and accessory stores, total........ 499 401 563 583 586 540
Shoe BtOreS.ceeescecscessesscsssarssoscscs 133 107 162 158 149 141
Drug and proprietary 8tOreS..cseevecccocscs 641 578 548 723 654 586

!Data adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday and trading day differences. (S8ee Explanatory Material
in the Monthly Retail Trade Report, BR-76-3). NA Not available.

Table 4, ESTIMATED SALES OF RETAIL STORES BY SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS FOR SPECIFIED
STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS AND CITIES

’ (Sales in millions of dollars)
Not adjusted
Area 1976 1975
Mar, Feb.
preliminary final Mar.
Standard Consolidated Areas?!
Chicago, Ill.--Northwestern Ind., tot8l..eececsssccaccs 2,036 1,767 1,809
Nondurable goodS StOreS...ceeecsseescccrssscssescs 1,423 1,245 1,315
GAF2 i iveesnssonsasonnsosnssnosesveencensnccosccccons 644 519 563
New York-Northeastern N.J., total.ceccececccsnscansanes 3,292 2,914 3,008
Nondurable goods StOTreS..cceseeccscscccesocsnsvons 2,390 2,191 2,299
GAF2 i ievreeeveeosonssnssssnasesssanasscanssnnas seese 932 780 882
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas®
Baltimore, Md., GAF2 ... .cecceevervecossscoocnonoonannss 124 102 113
Boston, Mass., GAF2...ceceseeescceccecsassannccrssaanns 184 150 188
Chicago, I1l., tOtBLlissesecessesessossssonssocscaseanss 1,874 1,618 1,665
Nondurable goods StOresS....cccceseveccssscoscnnns 1,319 1,154 1,221
GAFZ .. ivuievocncorasnassonoonnannans testeteseesannanne 605 487 531
Cleveland, Ohio, GAF?,....c0venens cetertesescnarans cens 122 99 115
Dallas, Texas, GAF?......000cce. teecetseetsretasesassen 150 119 130
Detroit, Mich., tOt8le.seeeeseceroooccorsocasoossssnane 987 841 838
Nondurable goods S8tOreS...cececescecsccnssecasans 612 554 588
GAF2 |, iiiitneenosaenssnasansasasasssnsanans craeiaaan 251 206 256
Houston, Texas, GAF? ....cveercvccessoonaanss ceessasanan 171 141 144




Table 4, ESTIMATED SALES OF RETAIL STORES BY SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS FOR SPECIFIED
STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS AND CITIES-~Continued

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Area

Not adjusted

Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas!-~Con.

Kansas City, Mo.-Kansas, GAFZ.....icvcrusansonconnnanss
Leos Angeolco-Loeng Deach, Calif., tolaleeessevsreserevaes
Nondurable goods StOresS......vesceossenessessanse

€
Minneapolis-St. Faul, Minn., GAFZ ... .. .veveeeisnnsosans
New York, N.Y.~-Nassau-Suffolk, N.Y., total®...ciiassns
Nondurable goods StOreS....sessceessasssosccsnsons

GAF® 4ttt iuteeenruunesessssssenasssasssosssssasnasunns
Nassau-Suffolk, N.Y., total®.....vevuersnnronanss
Nondurable goods StOresS...cccesscessstancaanns

GAF? Lt ieiiinoteetorannasasssrsssnnncesssssnanns

New York, N.Y., total® it ittt e
Nondurable goods StOreS.c.seessesscessesssnss

GAFZ 1 iieeuiisvocssranesosssstnesnononsssronanns
Philadelphia, Pa., total..ceesecevcsssosnsrosassssnnnnns
Nondurable goods StOreS....seeeeesssscscssnsssonss

e oo
Pittsburgh, Pa., total..iceeesosseroscssnsnsssssssssnnns
Nondurable goods S8tOreS..ceececessstoscsssssscccns

GAF? it eeveteennnnsnonsorasssasosonnsnasasossannessson
St. Louls, Mo.-I1l., tot8l.ceceeesssocnocsoscssonssoassss
Nondurable goods StOreS...cseveeessessccccssssons

GAF? 1 it itvenostosnsnocsssassssssassssassssnnsssncnnas
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif., total..e.cveeenncncosane
Nondurable goods Stores..c.ceecescccesccascsnasns

GAF? L4t tiineteoesiononnsessnsssssessnsnsnsssesnnnnasse
Washington, D.C.-Md.-Va,, total..sseesecscssassssssccns
Nondurable goods Stores....sccecessssccnscssscsscs

GAF? L i iireeannevessesssonnsssessscassossssssscssnoas

Citles

Chicago, Ill., tot@l.isssssesssesessssscessnsasssssssanns
Nondurable goods StOreS..ccecscasssssssssssossans

GAF® L. iiiieeeeronecssunroassnsssssssasassssassonnnns
Detroit, Mich,, tot8lecseisecensssscooavsssssoncsssnsacs
Nondurable goods StOreS..cessvesecccsccesrsssosssss

GAFY i it vieesenosunesossovesssossansonnsssseersssnanes
Los Angeles, Calif., tot@leceeecesoocanesssssssossannes
Nondurable goods StOres8...cseeeseeccccsscosssscsas

Y P
New York, N.Y., tot8l.cecevescoscscacoscecccccsosssssans
Nondurable goods S8tOreS....eceosscsossoasssassons

GAF2 .. eusiieeeseraoenecnnsonsssssscsannonssnsacssnnss
Philadelphia, Pa., tot8l..sececccoccocsoosssssssssasccae
Nondurable goods StOreS.cceceeesssosscasasossccns

GAF? |\ i uuennnnsosnsassostoossssasnsosestosnccassoons

1976 1975
. b.
ove1ﬁ:ﬁ.arv fh:_ial Mar.
142 114 130
Lyiow 1,544 1,527
Lyl 1,088 1,132
494 417 449
I 122 121
2,200 1,971 2,069
1,637 1,500 1,592
624 538 623
620 546 552
424 383 402
143 128 136
1.580 1.425 1,517
1,213 1,117 1,190
481 410 487
1,071 930 972
758 667 724
2932 236 272
564 487 537
415 367 405
161 135 146
522 458 505
334 300 340
140 113 128
782 713 701
568 519 521
199 170 187
735 676 691
504 464 497
176 169 168
788 670 674
603 516 535
346 271 295
225 188 203
138 126 134
45 38 56
612 529 555
439 386 443
202 167 193
1,333 1,199 1,284
1,029 950 1,007
412 352 424
384 329 350
299 259 286
127 99 117

!pefinitions of standard consolidated areas and standard metropolitan statistical areas are shown in
the Monthly Retail Trade Report BR-76.3. 25tores in the general merchandise, apparel, and furniture

and appliance groups; these stores specialize in department store types of merchandise.

3Formerly New

York, N.Y. SMSA. *Includes Nassau and Suffolk Countles formerly included in the New York, N.Y., SMSA.
5Includes New York City, Rockland and Westchester Counties, N.Y.
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